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Since December of 1997 the region of Hallstatt - Dachstein / Salzkammergut has been 
honored with a position on the UNESCO World Heritage list. The region enjoys this 
recognition along side other Austrian contributions including the imperial palace of 
Schönbrunn and the historic city of Salzburg.  

As a result of its inclusion on the UNESCO list of World Heritage 
sites, this unique area shares in a worldwide and exclusive 
appreciation and reputation. The World Heritage Committee based 
its decision on the following information: 
"The alpine region of Hallstatt - Dachstein / Salzkammergut is an 
unusual example of a natural landscape with unique beauty and 
exceptional scientific significance. [ . . .] This cultural landscape 

combines aspects of nature and culture in a manner which is both harmonious and mutually 
complimentary." 

With this distinction, the region of Hallstatt - Dachstein / Salzkammergut joins the ranks of 
other prestigious UNESCO World Heritage sites such as the pyramids of Giza, the ruins of 
Pompei, the Great Wall of China, and the Galapagos Islands in Ecuador.  

A new perspective from every finger 

"Five Fingers" is the name of the main attraction on the Krippenstein 
mountain in Obertraun. It looms large over the valley like a hand and 
is visible from the entire surroundings. This fantastic viewpoint at 
nearly 2000 metres above sea level can be reached comfortably 
with the Dachstein Krippenstein cable railway of Obertraun.  

Each finger is accessible. 400 metres over the abyss. The 
first finger ends with a picture frame which enframes the view 
on Hallstatt. At the second finger there is a telescope through 
which you can look at the Dachstein mountains and the World 
Heritage region. The third finger is a spring board and the fourth 
one has a hole in the ground through which you can see 
Krippenbrunn. The most spectacular finger is, of course, the 
fifth finger, which is made of a glass plate and which the 
bravest visitors can access.  

The visitors of the hiking region of Dachstein will be amazed by the 
sensational views that the nature of the World Heritage region offers along 
and at the end of the Pionierkreuz (pioneer cross) hiking trail.  


